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1 . Editorial  by  Sergio Font , Deputy Chairman  

 

Dear Judges , 

 

Morten Wilmann, the chairman of FITA and World Archery Judges for twelve years , passed away on 

May 15, at the age of 68.   He had been ill for several months, even before he flew to Bangkok at the 

end of 2017 to lecture at his last World Archery Judges Conference.    

 

I met Morten in 1991, at the FITA Congress in Krakow .  We were introduced to  each other by Donald 

Lovo, who was at that time the Chairman of FITA's Judges Committee.   Morten was elected to the 

Committee for the first time there and  was continuously re -elected every four years till the present.   I 

was electe d in 1995 and  had the pr ivilege to work with Morten all along this time.   Morten knew all the 

rules and  was able to explain the intent of most of them at the seminars and conferences at which he 

lectured.    He had long experience in field archery and  contr ibuted his expertise to discussions 

regarding field judging every time a question arose.  

 
 

Morten watching a seminar participant make an arrow call  
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He would tell stories of poor event organization and lousy judging to illustrate what should not 

happen.   Morten's ability to cre ate case studies was stunning. He would always say his case studies 

had happened , but we knew some of them were his own creation to encourage discussions among the 

judges and to develop their trouble -shooting abilities.   I always en joyed his presentations about 

equipment, as he showed pictures of unusual pieces, and explained the reasons why each of them 

should or should not be allowed.     

He had a very distinct sense of humor.   He would use the funny side of a judging situation to keep 

seminar participants  attentive.    

 

After the 2007 Congress in Leipzig, Morten was appointed chairman of our Committee, and held this 

position until his passing.   He was a strong believer in young people and  would therefore suggest the 

appointment of new judges to tournaments so they would l earn from the most experienced.   

 

In 2008 Morten cha ired the judges' commission at the Beijing Olympic Games.   Later in 2012 and 

2016 he chaired the Jury of Appeals in London and Rio.    

 

 
The Members of the Jury and the WA Technical Delegat e ï London 2012  

 

As a member of the Judges Committee for 24 years together with Morten, I must say that he made a 

great contribution to archery judging worldwide .  Under his leadership we were able to put together a 

stable structure for our seminars and co nferences.      

 

 

 



World Archery  Judg ing  Newslet ter  
Edited by the World Archery  Judge Co mmittee  

 
  

 

 

 I ssue No. 9 8 Page 3/ 31  

 

 
 May 2019  

 
 

   

 

 

As Chairman of our Committee, Morten had to face very difficult situations and criticism when some of 

our judges made mistakes.   He did his best to support our judges and to reduce the impact of the 

mistakes on the image of archery judgi ng.   I believe the re is no better tribute to Morten than to 

remember his teachings and to perform at the highest possible level.   I am sure this will make him 

proud , wherever  he is.  

 

The World Archery Judges are deeply moved by the fact that we have lost o ur chairman Morten 

Wilmann.   Our heart - felt condolences go to his wife, children, and the rest of his family and friends, 

but also to each of us, his colleagues, the Judges, who have lost a true friend.  
 

2. Some of the messages shared by our judges on the social media      

 

Our thoughts, prayers and condolences go to Mortenôs family and friends. Mortenôs thoughtfulness, 

intelligence and hard work are irreplaceable. I most appreciated Mortenôs teaching frankness which 

always made me smile. I vividly remember my first exchange with Morten in 2003 which I refer to 

often.  
pspspsps 

My heart is heavy. We have all lost a great mentor and beloved friend. My deepest condolences to 

those clo sest to him and to us his archery family. Thank you , Morten, you have enriched my life 

through your wise guiding hand and kind encouragements. You will be sorely missed. Godspeed...  

 

 
Morten with fellow judge and close  friend Davood Nematinia  ï Torino 2011  

 
pspspsps 

Oh, how sad news!   My condolences! He was my first teacher at the  very first youth judges ô seminar 

and was one of the reasons I fell in love with judging!  
pspspsps 

Iôve tried very hard today to come to terms with the sad news of Mortenôs passing. I find it difficult to 

find the right words, but I feel the loss of a grea t friend I made through archery, and judging, and 

someone whose wisdom and teaching will stay with me forever. My thoughts and prayers are with his  

family. Rest in peace, Morten.  
pspspsps 

Morten has been a real inspiration and a Teacher for a whole generat ion of judges.  
pspspsps 

A very sad day, a huge lo ss for the archery community. Morten was a legend among judges and the 

role model for many of us. Big shoes to fill! Rest in peace, Morten!  
pspspsps 

A sad day, Morten was a huge figure in not only judging bu t archery, he will he missed by many.  
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pspspsps 

Such sad news. I d onôt think there is a Judge anywhere that hasnôt been influenced by Morten and his 

teachings. His legacy will live on.  
pspspsps 

I was shocked to receive this sad news; I still have fond memor ies on sharing a coffee at the airport 

after my first conference. My condolences to his family and all of his friends. He will be missed.  

 

 
Morten attending his last World Archery Congress ï Mexico City 2017  

 
pspspsps 

Very sad and unbelievable news . W e lo st the great friend and mentor . H e was the one who believed in 

me and showed me the way to come. G ood judge , thanks , Morte n.  

Rest in peace , great man  ϛϛϛϛϛϛϛ  
 

pspspsps 

It is extremely sad to hear this news. An unforgettable friend and teacher who was always happy to 

help. A true gentleman. RIP  

 

 
Judge Committee Meeting in Bangkok, 2017  
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3. IJ  Drasko MIHINJAC passes aw ay  

 

More  sad news in the pe riod prior to this newsletter was the passing of 

International Judge Drasko Mihinjac from Croatia on March 11.  He had 

very recently officiated at the 2019 European Indoor Archery 

Championships in Samsun, Turkey.  

He was involved in many tournaments in Croa tia, including the Archery 

World Cup and various championships, and travelled internationally to 

events like the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games to volunteer 

his time.   

World Archery Secretary General Tom Dielen said: ñThis is a very sad 

day for a rchery. Drasko was a great judge , but also a great volunteer 

and a great person.ò  

The judges who had the privilege to know Drasko and work with him will 

miss him.  He was a great asset to have in a commission, even more  so 

if it was field or 3D event.  

Here a letter we sent to Draskoôs family: 

March 13, 2019  

 

To the family of IJ Drasko MIHINJAC:  

 

Dear all,  

 

The World Archery Judges Committee and all our International Judges are deeply moved by the 

sudden passing of our fell ow judge and friend Drasko Mihinja c.  Some of us were at the European 

Indoor Championships with him only a few days ago and cannot believe this has happened.  

 

Drasko was one of our most reliable judges around the world, and for this reason he was appointed  to 

World Archeryôs major events to contribute his expertise, mainly in Field and 3D tournaments.  But 

most important than his judging abilities, Drasko was always regarded as an excellent human being 

who got along with every judge and was respected by eve ry archer on the competition field .  

 

I personally met Drasko for the first time at one of the World Cups in Porec.  He was a very supportive 

volunteer you did his best to ensure that everything was perfect, and to make the job of his fellow 

judges as easy as possible.  

 

We have received lot s of emails from every single place around the world asking our Committee to 

transmit condolences to Draskoôs family.  We have also seen plenty of messages and comments in the 

social media coming from archery people w ho had the pleasure of meeting and shar ing time with him.  
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No words can console a family in these circumstances.  Our Committee and judges would like you to 

know that we share your sorrow, and that we will always refer  to Drasko as an example of w hat a 

hard -working, sensible and knowle dgeable j udge can be.  

Sincerely,  

 

Sergio FONT  

WAJC Deputy Chairman  

On behalf of all the judges in the world  

 

4. Comments on results of the re - accreditation test  

 

The re -accreditation process for international judges concluded in December 2018.  A very impo rtant 

par t of the process was the open book test our judges had to complete.  The exam included 132 items 

covering all areas of a judgeôs job in target archery.  Some questions were worth more points than 

others, depending on the complexity of the expected  answers.   The total number of points was 200.  

The Judgesô Committee decided that the passing mark would be 180 points (90%).   

 

As a result of the process, 65 i nternational Judges, 35 International Candidates and 9 Youth Judges 

were re -accredited for the  2020 - 202 2  period. The length of the accreditation period was changed b y 

the Executive Board and  will  now run till December 31, 2022.  

 

Feedback letters were prep ared and sent to each individual judge with the results of their exams and 

the list of questi ons to whic h their answers were either incorrect or incomplete.   

 

We would like to draw your attention to one  of the questions which got several incorrect answers . 

10.1 A compound team Gold medal match using alternation in the rain.  In the first rotation  

the sight on archer Aôs bow gets blurred with the rain.  This archer walks out of the line, and 

archer B walks in.  Archer B shoots two arrows before walking out.  Arche r C walks in and 

shoots one arrow.   In the second half the three archers in the team shoot one a rrow each.   

The line judge unbelievably did not realize archer B had shot two arrows in the first half and 

did not raise his red card.   

When the target judge , his scorer and the agents walk to the targets to score, they find the 

following situ ation.  The re are four arrows in the left had side target, with values 9, 9, 8 and 

5.  Three of these arrows have the same fletching (the three with the highest values).  On 

the right - hand side target for the same team there are two arrows shot by one arch er 

(archer C); both arrows are in the 9 ring. What would you score here?    

This was a case study in a recent newsletter (end of 2017), and the explanation on how to proc eed 

was provided in the first newsletter in 2018.  The question in the test was the sa me as the c ase study, 

and still some judges answered incorrectly.  Let us discuss the process step by step.   
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Compound team matches use two target faces.  This means that the procedure s to handle  scoring 

issues are the same as the one s followed for indoor sco ring.   We need to ask ourselves the following 

questions:  

 

1.   Are there more than three arrows in each of the  two faces?  

2.  Is the total number of arrow values (including the arrows in the two faces and any unshot 

arrows) greater than 6?  

3.  Were any arro ws shot ou t  of time or out of sequence?  

 

Notice that we do not need to ask ourselves if there were at least 3 arrows in each of the faces.  Some 

judges thought that since there were only two arrows on one of the faces, the ñmissingò arrow from 

that face wo uld also b e a factor to consider.  This assumption is not valid.  We do NOT need to have at 

least three arrows on eac h face.  The mistake is to have MORE than three.  

So, we should answer the three questions above in the same order to be able to solve the i ssue 

prese nted  in the question.  

 

1.  Yes, there are four arrows on the left - side target .  Therefore, the highest of the f our values 

BECOMES a miss.  And we say BECOMES because the value does not disappear.  So, 9, 9, 8, 5 

BECOMES 9, 8, 5, M.  

2.  Yes, there are sev en values .  Archer A shot only one arrow, and he should have shot 2.  The 

unshot arrow counts for the end.  So, we ha ve 9, 8, 5, M from the left - side target, and 9, 9 

from the right -side target, plus an M for the unshot arrow.  The seven values are 9, 9,  9, 8, 5, 

M, M.  And we score the six lower values, regardless of which archer shot which score:  9, 9, 8, 

5, M, M.   T he scores are handled wit h the team as a single unit, not  as the scores of three 

individual archers.  

3.  Yes, archer B shot two arrows in the f irst rotat ion .  This means one of the two arrows was shot 

out of sequence.  What do we do when we have an arrow shot out of time or out of sequence?  

The highest score of the six values on the scorecard is turned into a Miss.  M 9,  9, 8, 5, M, M = 

22.   

 

5 . Is it my  job or the Chairman ôs to decide in these situatio ns ?  

 

It was really disappointing to see that under  certain circumstances some of our judges do not take 

direct action and decide to call their chairman to make decisions that belong to the judge.  For 

exam ple, in questions 7.6  and 7 .14  some judges replied as follows:  

 

7.6 Archer 10A complains that archer 10B is constantly stepping out of the shooting line to 

spot his arrows with a telescope placed 1 meter behind the shooting line. He argues that 

th is is dis t urbing his concentration and shooting sequence.     

 

Reply by a judge:  ñI would have a talk with the Chairman of Judges and if he finds it also 

disturbing for the archer 10A, the Chairman would ask the coach of archer 10B to remove that 

telescope  from the  fieldò. 
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7.14 An archer is drawing his bow without an arrow behind the waiting line during the 15 -

minute break the DoS has allowed after the first 36 arrows of the qualification round.  

 

Reply by a judge:  ñI would talk with the Chairman of J udges and  the Chairman w ould go to the 

archer to stop him drawing the bow without standing on the shooting line (even if he draws 

without an arrow itôs anyway not safe).ò 

 

At the 2011 World Championships in Torino, a judge called the chairman because an ar cher was 

claiming a pass - through and no arrow could be found on the field.  The judge wanted the chairman to 

make the decision on this.  If the Chairman needs to solve these situations, why would we need judges 

on the field?   We need judges who can make d ecisions in all these si tuations.   The rules clearly 

specify when the decisions must be made by the chairmen, mainly in cases that require 

disqualification.   

 

In a Continental Judgesô seminar just held in the Americas, the following photos were  used in 

questions  that required th e candidates to explain what they would do  regarding the second archer 

from left to right in the first picture, and the para archer seated in what was meant to be a stool.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was disappointing that three  candidates sa id they w ould call the chairman to make the decision.  

Aren´t the rules clear? Do we not have specific instructions for the judges regarding these cases in our 

guidebook?  
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6 . Warning or disqualification for using illegal equip ment    

 

Plenty of dis cuss ion usual ly takes places at seminar s and conferences regarding what to do when a 

compound bow is inspected during competition and it is found to be over the 60 -pound  limit.  We have 

clarified that:  

¶ If the bow poundage is  found to be over the limit duri ng the pre -com petition inspection, the 

archer must lower the poundage and bring the bow back to the judges for reinspection.  

¶ If the bow was within the permitted poundage at the inspection but it is found to be over 60 

pounds during practice on a competiti on d ay, the a rcher gets a warning and must change the 

poundage to be within the rules.   

¶ If the bow is inspected after a few competition ends have been shot  and it is found to be over 

60 , but  it was in compliance with the rules at the inspection, the arche r wo uld lose all the 

scores so far achieved at that stage of the competition, but can continue shooting (rule 15.1.5).  

¶ If the bow was found to be over 60 pounds at the inspection, then corrected, and when 

inspected during competition the judges find it ove r 60  again, t here is enough proof that the 

archer was knowingly breaking the rules and may /must  be disqualified (rule 15.1.7).   

 

These procedures apply not just to bow poundage, but to all situations of illegal equipment, like those 

connected with fiber -optic  length, use of magnification in a recurve sight, etc.  

 

7 . Judges who turned 65 in 2018  

 

Linda Cockrell (USA) , Randall Jones (CAN)  and Andjelko Praskalo (CRO)  have reached the age limit 

and are unfortunately not eligible to continue being internati onal jud ges.  Our  Committee wishes to 

thank them for their outstanding service to  World Archery and to our archers  for so many years.  

Randall has decided to make himself available for DoS duty, and has therefore been appointed as such 

for the Youth World Champion ships in Madrid.  We hope we can continue counting on Linda and 

Andjelko as well for judging duties in their own continents and national federations.  

 

 
Linda Cockrell, acting as DoS at a National Championships in the United States  
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Randall Jones,  second f rom right to left    Andjelko Praskalo, first from right to left  
      Hyundai World Cup Berlin 2017       World Games, Wroclaw, Poland, 2017  

  

 

7 . Bye vs Practice    

 

The rules specify the procedure for archers and teams shooting on the competiti on field whe n they 

have a bye.  These rules apply only to archers and teams who are shooting without an opponent while 

other archers and teams in the same category are shooting competition.  

 

If, for example, the Recurve Women are shooting their 1/16 round, an d the Rec urve Men are shooting 

practice next to them at the same time (no RM matches are running together with the women), the 

Recurve Men are not shooting byes, but regular practice.  In this case the rule stipulating 3 sets with 3 

arrows DOES NOT APPLY.  The DoS m ust announce how many practice ends would be allowed to the 

RM, which could be more than 3, and there is no limit in the number of arrows that can be shot in each 

practice end.  

 

8 . Just 5 second s left and an archer is still on the line !!!!    

 

Section  4.15  of the Judges Guidebook refers to shooting before and after the signal.  In order to 

ensure fairness in the judgeôs decision as to whether the arrow was released within time or not, the 

recommended procedure is for the judges to position themselves i n tim e to see the release of the 

arrow.  At our seminars and conferences, we have made emphasis on the fact that our judges need to 

be focused, and that when there are very few seconds left, th e judge  should stand in a position from  

which he can see the ar cherôs hand.  This DOES NOT mean that the judge needs to make himself 

visible to the archer.  Some judges seem to have misunderstood the recommendation in the 

guidebook.  They rise from their c hairs and walk towards the archer, to a point in which they too  clos e.  

This intimidating positioning is NOT what the judge is supposed to adopt.   
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It is possible to watch the release of the string and to listen for the sound without needing to come to o 

close to the archer.  

 

One of the questions in the re -accredit ation  exam asked the judges what you need to look at when an 

archer is on the line and time is coming to its end.  Five judges indicated that they would look at the 

clock.  This answer is wrong .  You must look at the archerôs hand and  listen for the sound.    

 

8 . Simultaneous team matc hes ï Wh ere should the judge stand ? 

 

This is another situation in which the position of the judge needs to be clearly defined.  In team 

matches in which the two teams shoot simultaneously, the judge should stand between the a reas 

al located to the two teams but should not interfere with the ar chersô rotation as they walk in and out 

of the shooting line.   

 
 

Some judges complain that the archers are pushing them as they walk in and out, and that sometimes 

the judge is hit by th e arche rsô stabilizers.  Judges, bear in mind that the teams have practiced their 

rotation repeatedly before the tournament, and that you should not interfere.  You do not need to 

stand in the way to do your job.  If you step back about 3 meters from the 1 -meter line you will have 

a perfect view of the two teams.  The clo ser you get to the 1 -meter line the less you will be able to 
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watch the two teams.  Human beings do not have a panoramic sight.  Just make sure you can see 

from where you are and  avoid getti ng in t he way.   Also, be there during warm -up before the match, 

not  only to observe the team already, but also to allow them to get used to your presence.   

 

9 . Red c ard ï No,  but still yes !  

 

There is currently no rule stating that a judge 

should raise a  red car d when an arrow is shot 

out of time or out of sequence.  All ref erence to 

the red card was removed three of four years 

ago, as some teams wrongly claimed that a 

highest score deduction penalty could not be 

applied if the red card was not shown.  Th e fact 

that the red card is no longer in the rules does 

not mean that we , the judges, do not need to 

use it anymore.  Our Guidebook outlines that 

the red card is an indication to archers, officials, 

and the public, that a violation has occurred.  

 

Red cards  should be raised only in situations of 

arrows shot out of time or out of sequence, and 

NOT in situations in which 7 arrows were shot.  

 

9 . Self - correction -  allowed  

 

At a recent major international event, a target judge approached one of the targets and fo und an 

arrow to be in a doubtful position.  The judge correctly looked at the arrow from both sides of the 

tangent and made a decision.  When calling all the arrows on that target out loud, the judge 

mistakenly said the wrong value for this arrow.  He imme diately realized his mistake and corrected 

himself .  The other teamôs agent argued that the judge had changed his decision and that a judgeôs 

call on the value of an arrow could not be changed.  The agent, who happened to be the team 

manager as well, indic ated tha t  he would appeal.  The judge explained that he was not changing his 

mind about the value of the arrow.  He was simply correcting a slip of his tongue.   

 

Her e we are not referring to a mistake in the procedure followed or to a reconsideration of t he value  of 

the arrow.  This is a situation of a human slip of the tongue, which can actually be corrected without 

further ado.  

 

10 . Applying the Time Limit in Field & 3D Tournaments  

 

Recently there has been quite a lot of discussion surrounding the applic ation of  time limit s in Field & 

3D Tournaments and if there is any specific approach that a judge has towards extending the time 

limit.  

 

Normally, for the qualification round in Field & 3D events the intention is not to officially time each 

group or targe t but to  avoid any u ndue delay which is being caused by any specific archer or group. 

Had the intention been to officially time each group ï then we would have one judge / timekeeper  

assigned at each target or go around with each group for the whole cours e. The ti m e limit al lowed in 

qualification is three minutes for Field Championships while two minutes for 3D Championships. 


